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"l‘ho fielﬁ was occupied by &O to ) gin: lev-en' Ains uoiti‘lre snd}lur

on. tho southern odie of the field. The Spitfire was a lo*:n-w:a.nm mnoolana

Tho mlltary air:field locatod at tho nvrthern werimctor of ”.ostov-na.-—Donu
(L7915°1/399538), Rostov Oblast, was bordsred by the Selmash Plant on
the eaot and’ by a railroad track on the south., "‘ho londing field, which

was turf, had no rumwvay. It wos notleed during cons .,ruction work that the
gubsoil water level was 10 meters below the .ﬂmiaceo

Fuildings and installations observed included: destroyoed hangarsy
an Adeock DF slation consisting of a hut fittsd with a circular triple DF
fravo and four radio towers arrangod in a sqQuare in tho western .,.zc’cion

of the field; a stationury ~rownd radio station consisting of a hut with
two masts and a T=antenna in the southern ficld secu.on, and an ultra s
short, _TRve radio ins tall'ztiona

ricane’
fightors, which wore parked without vanomlugu alon;; the railroad track

with an ine-line engine, ollmbiral wings, 1..1nr11n" pear re'hrac‘oinu outward
and a tail whoel« : o ki i

Dlanes flow only in clear weather, “hey landed and took off in grouns of
two o five. Formation {lying was 3mctwed in tloree groups of faur Dlanes
cach, “hen firing at tow tarﬂotses practiced, grouns of four: Hlanes
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woudd asproach thoe
atluekinge in0d A 23 take-ciis avd
ahs rved a1 ni xxt.g Suaition L ere set at nd hl, ror nioh
ictice the air slcoves wers 3_1_,: od by cegrvchlishto. Jet nirer m_b
were aever abserved.

A gort ol air force ordiaanecs Jo ot borderia: on the dostov Lochunical
Corks on tha sonth war lecsted south of the fiel! and sonth of the
hishuay to Hovochorkask (4702I%1/L000655 ), aircrait en -ines vere. once
obsurvad beia: nnloaded Lhore. In-line an? Goubleerow radial eniacs
for fizhtor aircraft were svon. The arca sas heavily puarded,

Tha Hostov military sirficld s froe from obeacle on the nax‘th, west
and northeast. The lundias fiodd, which sas 1 x 2% ko, had a scanty
graszs cover and a firm sulsoil. damvars or tamis Jays ere not availailo,
The tield, which was £li-iinly slonin: fron cast Lo woct, ha’ o railroad
connnaction, '

Buildings and insi-1lations ot the field incluaded: A destroyed hanoar
8 Iive-story barruchs Tuildin, 20x70 noters, not ot cormloted in 1949
but oorbially oceuwsied; a former schivol servine as qun“ wrsy a tro-story

3

administrotion 1 Lila~ also hwusdng the wesilor siotion; un old wooden
tuilding with a dovice eonsisting of several bu’.,* fraucs o1 ils side,
'J')"‘sli‘"i"'“ a ralar sot, cizce it oo onernted Yo uir Yoree soldiors 3

tro newr warchouse ':‘L_’n) ted Tas ollady and a stand for the aljustaing of
firater aircraft armanmeat. In the evenins the woutlhor sintion was obsurved
datornining the ceilin~ of clow’s Vy means of 1i hithean wrojoctors. Small
balloons usod for the seasurin: of wind, and other balloons about 2 notors
in dianeter with small wooden Loxes attacted to thom, sresma’ly radio
sondes, wers zluo scena

dnly air force soldiers were seen at the isld. the lwaljuvarters of Lhe un t
was quartered in the larraciss budidiac, while the flyiny sorssasal, about
%0 ofiicors rankin @ from Juniar lloutw.mnt 1o cantain, were quartered in
small epariaent houses south of the sicld. Yhe ground unit of atout 100 ne..
way quartered in thoe foroer selinol building, ihe mzm,m;der WAL a reneral,
atout 45 yeurs ol a:: m,ur-mu a browa wiform with 1i hi-t1lue collar nate
ches snd blue gono on his trousers.

aireralt parked in ssvoral rovus oa the southern edme of the Ti:ld ineluded
about 27 sin-le-seatsr vpitiire fi-hters, aloud Tive sin le-scater lurricar e
Tizhters, 12 two-seater ‘si»)l' nes, -nd six two-s:.tor Dlanes of a Soviet
deviz. The lattor craft had double~row radisl an i 195 al‘Lh atout 1 ¢rlix s
and  HA0A cowlin~s, thrse~tladed rwetal _:mgallurg wiin controllatle oiteh
wing tips otraicht, oleuwi-lass cabing, landia - -aor rolrsctin: fwarc. e
craft had sevaral fixed weasons ond an m o 3tis m _Lu,l o tLuad Totucen

the landiag gesr. The airecraft londod ciiiat mrlosoing wl tal

e aireralt obsarvel Lt their svooell.r lmbs Dointed difl crentlyy red
Piuwe und white wibs bheins astod,

Day- Plyinz was ds 10 oy wrhen the clowd cedilin~ ac not halow 222 1o 2U0
:'mt.zr‘, and vieildlity wse not luss than 2t Lt nd Rt £ldn~ ras eonduetor
only ~hea visitdlity wao o0d oaf Lhae glow” ecilin- was hi h The aireradt
ware refusled Ir ! a eapacity of

A three or Doyur T8 dan Lruels vvich x
2% cubic metars. lLechnnical rins were not available. .viation -mooline
1omed to the sirfisld 'o- rail. shc refmolin: of siverald tool aloud 19
m.nutw. It is L2lieved that the airersft on-iaes —wmer: started cold in booh
mater and suwer. At the osrkdas cite the lanes '-aulc’ run ot onodiwn spest,
for four to five :iautes =n? would {hen be cut ofi araia altor 3 chort run
i In wiater, hon it wos very cold, the en taoes were arelicated balore
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bain - startad. Durins this operation “ N2 endne . cov.red wiill a
taryaulin. Tao tyoes of ~reheators  wore used, onw an old Jervm
2y motor
and two hose eowolinr-s, and a Soviet sortialle one, Phis Loviet cet
functionad like a Flowbtorch. The jot of ol aijr as conducted alon:
the aireraft engiize wader its tarxndin cover. . wire net -us installed
forvard of the flarme as a precsution against fire.| |

Initial »ilot trainin was done with bislmes, ~hich were uced for local
flishts and acrobatics. arachutists equinped ith dou'le-parachutes
jumped from the ldinlones while thev were flying «t an altitude of uhout
630 neters. It is velieved thatl this wrachmtiag was durt of Lhe rilot
training. Local f1i-hts were made wilh the tuoeseuter I hiters, the studont
pilot Luin-~ assisted Ly tie {1i-ht iastructor. The Spitfire and urricane
Fi-htors wers used for solo f1i hits 1y Hilots retrained for tho f1ying of
£i-fter aircreft, iflyin- in formaiions of 2, &, ami alsut 27 uas also ob=
servad, lhe planos look »ff in Zormations, disisace and interval fron air-
craft to aircraft in the £1i:hb beins atoul two wiar vooas, Jaile the ine
dividual flights wore a2bout 10 wine traus sarte The individual squadrons
lined up one bohind thae othor at the tole=olf soint and Lhon ook olf in
formtion, the sceond squadron bLupdnadn; the take-off run whion thr Mrot
one ltecane - irborne, Yhe individnal sjuadroas gora cornoced of zireralt of
all of the throe 4rmes ot the ficld. The coomznnd adirlane -wo uwenally o
Sovict desim. Distonces ol intorvals betmeen the cireraft aloft uore
ratiior Lirse. The formatioas landed in £1i -htes Firiag ot an air sleeve
tored by a Luitfire was aracticed almost doily, with the tow line alout
20) netors loa . < attackin: olanes a proaciied in oloments of two Zron
the raar. The tar-et as atfaclied individually fron tro sides. “hen the two
aircraft a.senbled aad asproached azain fron L roar. Onlyr iadividuzl shods
or 'mrcts of Mot wore than three shats vere fired witli fracer 2.vamiiion,
Lo=lovel aticcls or air--o-;roun’ [iring wore not ohtserved, Fiplanes and
ficvters woere used for nishit flydia e Only one rod obstacle 1isht was soen.
Whe and hat g cearcalizhit mounted oa a traci. At nd bt the alreralt vou:
off inivifually with sosition li-hils burnin o Local ili hits wors Hracticoed
indivicually or in clenonts of two. It is hwulioved that the plases landed
individually. Pirinc at towed air ¢leoves was also racticed ot niht, the
touing slane flyin - without powition lishts. The air sleeve mas 1ifrbed Uy
two searchlishts, oresumaally with one-tieter lens, wource nolicved that the
mit stationed ot the £iuld wes a rirhier pilot school.

The airfield located Just by the side of the aricultural achine yaclory
sas bordered Ly an zn-iaeer equipment park on the south. Yhe 1icld :zs being
improved continually.| an sust=trect ratay Was
to he concrstel, lhe Tevel Xanding [ield messured 1,000x1,500 uctors.

Throe Lirse corrucated sheet wetal hanzars wore located in ihe easgtern section
of the {ield, while the DI station wus in its northeastera corner.

Lore than 1) siale~engiue fichters, iy addition to rgoume inlanes, wore
gistioned st the {ield, Training flisftte and individual arachuting wore scomn.

Fron 120 to 1) single~engime fi-Titers woere ot hioned at the militai)” airficld
near the solnash railrosd siation, The s>lanes wore parked in tvo rowc alon;
the goutilern 2doe of tha field.

Taria - the dar 20 Jiterc wore usually aloft at the saue time. dirir; at
tomed air slocves was ovacticed #t Moy and ni-ht, At it the atlsching

- 1}

aireraft had ooszition L:i-hhe, -he pouilion oI thie air slooves wus shom iy
one or arvisral searehldi hituo
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